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Red Hill Expressway to Highest Court in November 


by Don McLean 

The fate of Hamilton’s Red 
Hill Valley could be decided this 
November when the issue is 
presented to the highest court — 
the electorate of 
Hamilton-Wentworth. The 
November 10 municipal elections 
in Hamilton-Wentworth may 
scuttle the proposed expressway 
down the middle of Hamilton’s last 
creek valley. 

The stage was set in June when 
several councillors joined the 
anti-expressway camp. After years 
of only four or five votes, the 
number of regional council 
opponents has now increased to 
eight. These include both Dundas 
representatives (mayor John 
Addison and councillor Russ 
Powers), as well as both 
Flamborough councillors (mayor 
Ted McMeekin and deputy-mayor 
Dave Braden). They have joined 
Hamilton councillors Geraldine 
Copps, Mary Kiss, Dave Wilson 


and Bill McCulloch. 

A decision to abandon the 
expressway would require at least 
14 votes on the 28-member 
council. However, a number of 
other councillors have indicated 
they are concerned about the cost 
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of the expressway project and its 
environmental impacts. In addition, 
at least two council supporters of 
the expressway have already 
announced they are not seeking 
re-election. 

The HNC conducted a 
biological inventory of the 
1600-acre Red Hill Valley in 
1995. It identified more than forty 
species of regionally rare flora and 
fauna. Nearly 600 plant species 
were found, representing 22% of 
the native plants of Ontario. The 
area appears particularly important 
for birds, with up to 78 breeding 
species recorded and 177 species 
observed in migration along this 
natural corridor between the 
Niagara escarpment and Lake 
Ontario. The valley also provides 
habitat for at least 45 species of 
butterflies. 

Current plans of the 
Hamilton-Wentworth government 
call for road construction to begin 
in Red Hill Valley in late 1998. A 
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watershed plan and an impact 
assessment process are currently 
taking place in order to obtain 
required approvals from various 
federal and provincial agencies. 

The “Friends of Red Hill 
Valley” organization has 
announced it will field and support 
anti-expressway candidates. The 
HNC formally adopted a position 
against the expressway at its 
Annual General Meeting last 
October. However, the charitable 
status of the Club does not permit 
it to participate as an organization 
in elections, although individual 
members are free to do so. # 


by Nadine Litwin 
FAIRCLOUGH: the oldest, a male, 
the most solitary; never in a rush; 
didn’t fly until day five of the 
five-day period he was predicted 
to fly in; unbanded, maybe thanks 
to his cautious nature. 

Fairclough did not suffer any 
mishaps during his initial flight 
June 16. In typical Fairclough 
fashion he flew three simple 
straight lines. And took two days 
to do them. Part of his first 
venture from home was spent on a 
ledge of the Ellen Fairclough 


building where he spent hours 
trying to go through a window 
(also persistent!); had staff there 
completely distracted; named for 
this particular event when he was 
still thought to be a she. His return 
was accompanied by applause and 
thumbs-up from onlookers; sighs 
of relief from the observers. 

SHERATON: second oldest, also 
male, the most active, the boldest, 
the noisiest; couldn’t wait to fly; 
banded, maybe in part due to his 
reckless ways; shrieked his way 
through the banding process; 
named for the hotel that hosts the 


Sheraton's first attempt, also 
June 16, eventually landed him on 
the sidewalk across the street from 
the Sheraton Hotel and into the 
banding office. It was about seven 
hours from the time he left the 
nest to his time of capture. In 
typical Sheraton fashion he spent 
much of that time on the Art 
Gallery roof jumping 
enthusiastically from one side of a 
column to another until he got 
over-confident, missed and landed 
on the sidewalk. He was feathered 
and could have flown home 


eventually if he had not landed in 
the street first. 

Sheraton tried again June 18, 
this time very successfully. He 
flew to the roof of the Standard 
Life building, then just kept going 
to ride the thermals with dad” 
above the Standard Life building 
and Sheraton Hotel. 

Sheraton's second rescue began 
in the early morning hours of June 
20, after he had fallen from the 
nest during the night and after the 
SPCA had picked him up. 
FalconWatch took him to the Vet 
College in Guelph to make sure 
that his metabolism wasn’t being 
disturbed by illness. 

The most emotional watch of 
the season was the one organized 
for Sheraton's return to his family 
June 24. Watchers were stationed 
in the street, and on the 17th and 
18th floors of the Stelco Tower. 
As soon as he was released from 
the box, Sheraton leaned back on 
his tail and started to shriek. 
Pandemonium followed. Both 
adults immediately turned their 
complete attention from the 
volunteers doing the release to the 
chick, mom” hovering and 
calling from above, dad” 
shooting and whipping by. Two of 
the siblings stayed together on the 
Standard Life roof while the third 
flew over to Sheraton. The two 
appeared to chase each other, 
vocalizing all the while, then 
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disappeared from view. One 
returned. Watchers had a few 
heart-stopping moments scanning 
the streets and sidewalks before 
someone noticed that there were 
now four chicks on the top of the 
Standard Life building. 

The chicks rubbed bills, poked 
around, and slept together on that 
roof throughout the rest of the day. 
In the evening they made the short 
flight back to the nest. The adults 
in the meantime had taken up 
positions on neighbouring 
buildings where they remained 
until dark. 

Although Sheraton had been 
away from his family for a full 
four days, this reunion was 
attempted because the adults had 
been excellent parents, and because 
the chicks were still returning to 
the nest at night with both parents 
nearby. That pattern was just 
starting to break up: observers had 
already noted that the chicks had 
just spent one night out of the 
nest. The chicks returned to the 
nest for the night of June 24 but 
June 25 they were away from the 
nest again. By June 27 they had 
moved over to the old IBM 
building to roost. 

The watch continued for the 
next two days, June 25 and 26, in 
case the medication Sheraton had 
received against infection was not 
effective in the longer-term. It 
was. 


STELCO: third chick in the 
brood, female; very dark bird; 
quite sociable; fledged June 21; 
showed great interest in her rescue; 
banded; named (when she was still 
thought to be a he) for the 
company that has contributed so 
much to FalconWatch; probably 
could have flown back home on 
her own. Her rescue was mounted 
because she chose to perch for the 
evening in a spot (the King St. 
overpass) that would have 
provided her with endless street 
entertainment but which 
FalconWatch deemed out of 
bounds to chicks. She was 
intrigued with a robin that went 
berserk when it saw her. In the 
meantime a sparrow was intrigued 
with her, and came in for a closer 
look (!). This particular watch was 
the shortest, being about five horns 
long, but extremely tense because 
of pedestrians, theatre-goers, and 
very heavy traffic on King St. 

SPECTATOR: the youngest, also 
female, strikingly blonde head, 
with a habit of drooping her 
wings; named for the Hamilton 
Spectator because she spent so 
much time spectating”; currently 
distinguished from the others by 
her tail, the bottom third having 
been chewed up by some machine. 

Spectator did not suffer any 
mishaps during her first flight June 
21, but alarmed observers mightily 
by starting off June 22 in a small 
tree across from the Sheraton 


Hotel. An observer kindly 
provided a more secure platform 
for her, but it wobbled when she 
stepped onto it and she decided not 
to stick around. She made a series 
of short straight-line flights to 
progressively higher perches until 
she could make it back to the nest. 
Her return kept her parents and 
observers occupied for about ten 
hours. 

Spectator did have to be 
rescued late in the evening June 
23. The chicks had already 
returned to the nest for the night 
when she and Fairclough took off 
in a game of tag. Fairclough 
crashed into a window (the crash 
was heard by security people who 
came looking for observers from 
FalconWatch) but landed on a 
window ledge where he remained 
for the night. Spectator landed on 
the ground, unhurt, feisty, and 
spoiling for a fight. Under 
different circumstances she 
probably could have made it back 
to a rooftop somewhere. But it was 
dark, the city lights were on and 
reflected in the windows, so she 
was rescued, banded and returned 
to the Sheraton rooftop. 

We can look forward to 
mom” and dad” returning again 
in 1998. We can also do our part 
in the recovery of this thrilling 
species by planning our next 
Falconwatch to help them 
successfully fledge more 
magnificent peregrine falcon 
chicks. $ 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 

by Rob Dobos 

Total species recorded in HSA during 1997 to May 31: 242, Underlined species or dates require documentation 
by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird 
Records Committee. 


Observers: Alf Adamo (AA), Barb Charlton (BC), Glenn Coady (GC), Bill Cuddy (BCu), Bob Curry (RC), 
Rob Dobos (RD), Bruce Duncan (BD), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Denys Gardiner (DG), Rosemary Gaymer 
(RG), John Hannah (JHh), Jim Heslop (JH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Paul Kron (PK), Bill Lamond (BL), Rick 
Ludkin (RL), Jim Macey (JMy), Sean Macey (SMy), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Laurie Mackenzie (LM), Stuart 
Mackenzie (SM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Peter McParland (PM), John Merriman (JMe), John Miles (JM), 
Matt Mills (MM), David Moffat (DMo), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Brian 
Pomfret (BP), George Pond (GP), Tom Reavley (TR), Loretta Routsky (LR), Jack Ryan (JR), Bill Smith (BS), 
Mike Street (MS), Paul Summerskill (PSu), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Heather Wilson (HW), William Wilson 
(WW), Wilf Yusek (WY), Many Observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
terr. -territorial bird 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 

1st sum. -first summer 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [ BR ] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Halton [HL\ 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW\ 
Niagara [NG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT] 

Wellington [WL] 


MAY 1997 

Common Loon: 52 at Bronte [HL] May 4 (MJ); 14 off Burlington Lakeshore [HL] May 21 (RD); 18 over 
N Shore Cootes Paradise [HW] May 23 (MM,JHh); two on Hamilton Harbour off Bayshore Park [HW] May 
31 (KM). ... 

Pied-billed Grebe: One terr. at Green Mt Rd Quarry [HW] May 17 (MM,SM,LM). 

Horned Grebe: Six off Burlington Lakeshore May 7 (RD); one off Fifty Point C.A. [HW/'NG] May 17 
(MM); two off Shoreacres [HL] May 24 (RD et al.). 

Red-necked Grebe: 60 off Shoreacres May 2 (KM); 16 off Burlington Lakeshore May 24 (RD et al.). 
Double-crested Cormorant: 540 at Bronte May 4 (MJ); one “white^crested” form at Bronte Harbour [HL] 
May 19 (RD et al.). 

American Bittern: One over Middletown Marsh [HW] May 7 (RD); one terr. at Valens Rd & Cone 6 
[HW] and one terr. at RR52 S of Gore Rd [HW] May 17 (MS). 

Great Egret: One over Van Wagners Beach [HW] May 16 (MM,SM,LM). 

SNOWY EGRET: One at Sixteen Mile Creek, Oakville [HL] May 3 * (RG); one at Harts Lane, Guelph 
[WL] May 3*-4 (PK et al.). 
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Black-crowned Night-Heron: 12 at Sixteen Mile Creek, Oakville May 9 (RG); six at Shoreacres May 22 
(RD); 10 at NE Shore of Harbour [HW] May 24 (RD et al.). 

GLOSSY IBIS: One at Dundas Hydro Pond [HW\ May 7 * (BP;RC et al.). 

Tundra Swan: Four at Valens C.A. \HW\ May 11 (RD). 

Snow Goose: One white morph at Valley Inn [HL] May 18 (MS,BS). 

Brant: 30 off Shoreacres May 24 * (GC). 

Northern Pintail: Two at Windermere Basin [HW\ May 3 (RC); one at Dundas Marsh [ HW] May 16 
(MM.SM). 

Northern Shoveler: Two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [A/G] May 17 (MM,SM); four at Windermere Basin 
May 24 (KM;RC et al.). 

American Wigeon: One m. at Valens C.A. May 11 (RD,BC); four m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [M7] 

May 31 (KM). 

Canvasback: One on Harbour off LaSalle Marina [ HW\ May 9 L (RC). 

Redhead: Two at Tollgate Ponds [HW] May 3-on (RC et al.)', one m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 31 
(KM). 

Ring-necked Duck: One at Windermere Basin May 3 (RC). 

Greater Scaup: Two m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 31 (KM). 

Lesser Scaup: Seven at Windermere Basin May 24 (KM). 

Harlequin Duck: One f. on Lake W of Guelph Line [HL] May 3 * (RC). 

Oldsquaw: About 30000 off Fifty Point C.A. May 17 (MM,SM); two off Burloak Park [HL] May 25 
(MJ.MM). 

Black Scoter: One off Spencer Smith Park [HL] May 18 L (MS,BS). 

Surf Scoter: 60 off Burlington Beachstrip [HL] May 2 (KM); 15 off Burlington Lakeshore May 21 (RD); 
two off Burloak Park May 25 (MJ,MM). 

White-winged Scoter: 300 off Shoreacres May 7 (RD); 200 off Burloak Park May 25 (MJ,MM). 

Common Goldeneye: 25 off Shoreacres May 2 (KM); one m. at NE Shore of Harbour May 24-on (RD et 
al.). 

Buffleliead: One m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 31 (KM). 

Hooded Merganser: Two f. at Middletown Marsh May 1-on (RD,BC); two f. at Bronte Harbour May 30 
(MJ). 

Common Merganser: Three at Dundas Marsh May 19 (MM). 

Red-breasted Merganser: 250 off Burlington Lakeshore May 3 (RC). 

Ruddy Duck: One at Windermere Basin May 3-24 (RC;KM); 16 off Burlington Lakeshore May 24 (RD et 
al.). 

Osprey: One at Dundas Marsh May 17 L (MM,SM). 

MISSISSIPPI KITE: One ad. at Beamer C.A. [NG] May 11 * (TR,JR,PSu) is the first record for the NPH, 
and the fourth for the HSA. 

Bald Eagle: One at Beamer C.A. May 5 and one there May 13 (NPH); one at Dundas Marsh May 17 L 
(BM.LM). 

North®™ Harrier: A nest with one egg found near Caistor Cenfte [NG] but with a dead f. May 18 (LR). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: One over S Shore of Cootes Paradise [HW] May 19 L (MM). 

Cooper's Hawk: One terr. 1st sum. f. at Middletown Marsh May 19-on (RD,BC). 
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Red-shouldered Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. May 14 L (NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: One over Mountsberg C.A. [ HW/WL ] May 24 L (MM,JHh). 

SWAINSON’S HAWK: Two at Beamer C.A. May 2 * (NPH). 

Rough-legged Hawk: One at Beamer C.A. May 2 L (NPH). 

Merlin: Three at Beamer C.A. May 2 and one there May 6 L (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon: The pair continued to nest at Sheraton Hotel, Hamilton [HW\ through May, incubating 
four eggs (m.obs.). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 17 (MM,SM). 

Virginia Rail: One terr. at Middletown Marsh May 7-on (RD,BC). 

Sora: One at Dundas Hydro Pond May 7 (RC et al.)\ one at Spencer Creek Woods [HW] May 12-19 
(MM); four at Dundas Marsh May 16 (MM,SM,LM,BM); one terr. at Middletown Marsh May 18-on 
(RD,BC). 

American Coot: One at LaSalle Marina May 6 (RD); one at Burlington Beach Canal [HL] May 9 (RD); 
three at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 17 (MM,SM). 

Sandhill Crane: Two at Grass Lake [WT\ May 18 (WW,HW). 

Semipaimated Plover: One at Windermere Basin May 3 * (RC); six at Smithville Sewage Ponds [NG] and 
four at Windermere Basin May 31 (KM). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville [HN] May 24 L (KM). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: 19 at Windermere Basin May 3 (RC); 15 at Cone 5 W of Middletown Rd [HW] May 5 
(RD); two at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville May 25 L (KM,RW). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at Middletown Marsh May 2 * (RD,BC); four at Dundas Marsh May 19 (MM); 
one at Windermere Basin May 24 L (KM,BL,DG). 

Whimbrel: One at Shoreacres May 24 * (GC et al.). 

Hudsonian Godwit: One past Fifty Point C.A. May 17 * (MM,SM). 

Ruddy Turnstone: Seven at Windermere Basin (RC et al.) and seven at NE Shore of Harbour (RD,BC) 
May 24 *; 32 at Bronte Harbour May 30 (MJ). 

Sanderling: 30 at Bronte Harbour May 19 * (MM,SM,JHh); 17 at Burlington Beach Canal May 20 (RD). 
Semipaimated Sandpiper: Four at Windermere Basin May 4 * (KM); 25 at Smithville Sewage Ponds and 
25 at Windermere Basin May 31 (KM). 

Least Sandpiper: Three at Windermere Basin May 3 * (RC); one at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 31 
(KM). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville May 10 * (JM,GP); one at Windermere Basin 
May 24 (KM et al.). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One at Windermere Basin May 16 L (MM,SM). 

Dunlin: Five at Bronte Harbour May 19 (RD et al .); five at Burlington Beach Canal May 20 (RD); 17 at 
Windermere Basin May 24 (KM). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: 25 at Bronte Harbour May 19 * (MM,SM,JHh); one griseus at Windermere Basin 
May 24 (RC et al.)\ two at Windermere Basin May 31 (KM). 

American Woodcock: Five terr. at King Rd below Escarpment [HL] May 14 (RC et al.). 

Wilson’s Phalarope: One m. at Windermere Basin May 11 * (RC); one at Hwy 6 N of Hagersville May 16 
(JFI). 

Little Gull: One 1st sum. at Bronte Harbour May 19 (MM,SM,JHh). 
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Bonaparte’s Gull: 15 off Fruitland Rd [HW] May 3 (KM); 250 off Van Wagners Beach May 11 (RC); 162 
over Dundas May 12 (MM); 42 at Dundas Marsh May 19 (MM). 

Forster’s Tern: Two off Grays Rd [ HW] May 1 * (KM); one at Dundas Hydro Pond May 7 (RC et a/.); 
two at Bronte Harbour May 19 (MM,SM,JHh,RD,BL). 

Black Tern: One at Tollgate Ponds May 21 * (RD). 

RAZORBILL: Nine off Sioux Lookout [HL\ May 18 * (MS,BS), and eight off Fruitland Ave, Burlington 
[HL] May 23 (JMy,SMy). 

Snowy Owl: One imm. at Fruitland Rd & QEW [. HW] Mav 13 L (SM). 

Common Niglithawk: One over Hatton Dr, Ancaster [HW\ May 24 * (MS). 

Whip-poor-will: One at Westdale Ravine [ HW] May 9 * (DMo); two at Fifty Point C.A. mid-May (SM). 
Chimney Swift: 100 over Westdale Ravine May 21 (RC). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Two at Fairmount Ave, Hamilton [ HW] May 7 * (JMe). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One pair at English Church Rd W of Miles Rd [HW] May 18 (WY); one at 
Fifty Point C.A. May 31 (BCu). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One at Hopkins Tract [HW] May 18 (MM,JHh). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Burloak Woods [HL] May 11 L (MJ). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HW] May 12 (RC); one at King Rd below 
Escarpment May 14 (RC et al.); one at Westdale Ravine May 21 (RC); one at Middletown Marsh May 27 
(RD). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One at Shell Park [HL] May 17 * (MJ); one at Bronte Harbour May 19 (RD et 
al.y, one at Spencer Creek Woods May 19 (MM); one at Burloak Woods May 25 (MJ,MM). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Three at Fifty Point C.A. May 16 * (MM,SM). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Hatton Dr, Ancaster May 19 * (MS). 

Willow Flycatcher: One at LaSalle Park [HL] May 20 * (RD). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Burloak Woods May 6 * (MJ); 20 at Bronte May 19 (RD et al.). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Two at Burloak Woods May 10 * (MJ). 

Eastern Kingbird: Three at 11th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW] May 17 * (MM,SM,LM). 

Purple Martin: 15 at Beamer C.A. May 2 (MM). 

Cliff Swallow: Three off Grays Rd (KM) and one at Bronte (MJ) May 1 *; 20 at Bronte Creek at QEW 
[HL] May 24 (RC et al.). 

Barn Swallow: 350 off Shoreacres May 7 (RD); 300 at Dundas Marsh May 16 (MM,SM,LM,BM). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: One terr. pair at Middletown Marsh May 18-on (RD,BC). 

Carolina Wren: One at Spencer Creek Woods May 12 (MM); one terr. at Shoreacres May 22 (RD). 
Winter Wren: One at Burloak Woods May 19 L (MJ); one terr. at Shoreacres May 22 (RD). 

Sedge Wren: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 17 * (MM,SM). 

Marsh Wren: One at Dundas Marsh May 16 * (MM). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: One at Bronte May 19 L (MJ). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 36 at Bronte May 19 (MJ), and two there May 25 L (MJ,MM). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One terr. at Middletown Marsh May 18 (RD,BC). 

Veery: One at Burloak Woods May 11 * (MJ); 11 at Bronte May 17 (MJ). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Bronte May 15 * (MJ), and two there May 25 L (MJ,MM). 

Swainson’s Thrush: One at Burloak Woods May 10 * (MJ); 14 at Bronte May 25 (MJ,MM). 
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Hermit Thrush: Four at Shell Park May 19 (RD et al.). 

Wood Thrush: One at Burloak Woods May 1 * (MJ). 

Gray Catbird: One at Westdale Ravine May 2 * (JO). 

Brown Thrasher: One at Bingham Rd, Hamilton [ HW\ May 2-4 L (KM). 

Solitary Vireo: Five at Bronte May 19 (MJ), and one there May 25 L (MJ,MM,GE); one at LaSalle Park 
May 25 L (AA). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One at Middletown Marsh May 18*-on (RD,BC); one at Spencer Creek Woods 
(MM) and one at Burloak Woods (MJ) May 19; one at Shell Park May 25 (MJ,MM). 

Warbling Vireo: One at LaSalle Park (RC) and one at Burlington Beach Canal (RD) May 9 *. 
Philadelphia Vireo: One at Burloak Woods May 17 * (MJ). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 17 * (MM,SM). 

Blue-winged Warbler: One at Highland Gardens Park [HW] May 17 * (JO). 

“Brewster’s” Warbler: One at Ruthven, Cayuga [ HN] May 26 F (RL). 

Golden-winged Warbler: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 11 * (SM); one terr. at Cone 6 W of RR52 [HW] 
May 24 (RD,BC); one at Sassafras Woods [HI] May 28 L (AA). 

Tennessee Warbler: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 18 * (RD,BC,SM). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Burloak Woods May 12 * (MJ); one at Fifty Point C.A. May 18 
(RD,BC,SM); one at Bronte Cemetery May 21 L (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Bronte May 3 * and 32 there May 19 (MJ). 

Northern Parula: One m. at Burloak Woods May 12 * (MJ); one at English Church Rd W of Miles Rd 
May 18 (WY); five at Bronte May 19 (MJ); one at Hatton Dr, Ancaster May 19 (MS); one at LaSalle Park 
May 20 (RD); one at Berry Tract [HW] May 22 (RD); two at Bronte Creek Prov. Park [HL] May 24 (RC et 
al.)', one at Shell Park May 25 (MJ,MM); one m. at Bronte Harbour May 27 L (MJ). 

Yellow Warbler: One at LaSalle Park May 1 * (RC). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One m. at Burloak Woods May 12 * (MJ); 23 at Bronte May 19 (MJ). 

Magnolia Warbler: Four m. at Bronte May 12 * and 52 there May 19 (MJ). 

Cape May Warbler: Two at Burloak Woods May 11 * (MJ); three at Bronte May 19 L (MJ). 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: One m. at Burlington Beach Canal May 1 * (RD); 31 at Bronte May 19 
and two f. there May 27 L (MJ). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 60 at Bronte May 2 and 71 there May 19 (MJ); 30 at Burlington Beach Canal 
May 20 (RD); one f. at Shell Park May 30 L (MJ). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One at Beamer C.A. May 2 * (MM,SM,LM); 33 at Bronte May 19 (MJ). 
Blackburnian Warbler: One m. at Burloak Woods May 1 * (MJ); 14 at Bronte May 19 (MJ). 
Yellow-throated Warbler: One at Burloak Woods May 25 * (PM). 

Pine Warbler: One f. at Bronte Harbour May 1-3 (MJ); one at Miles Ct, Hamilton [HW] May 2 (JO); a 
pair building a nest at LaSalle Park May 20 (RD). 

Prairie Warbler: One m. at Lakeshore Rd & Kenwood Ave, Burlington [HL] May 19 * (MJ). 

Palm Warbler: 25 at Fifty Point C.A. May 17 (MM,SM); one at Woodland Cemetery [HW] May 23 L 
(RD). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: One m. at Bronte Harbour May 21 * (MJ); eight at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 
24 (RC et al). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One m. at Burloak Woods May 23 * (MJ); five at Bronte May 30 (MJ). 
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Black-and-white Warbler: Two m. at Bronte May 1 and 33 there May 19 (MJ). 

American Redstart: Two m. at Shell Park May 12 * (MJ); 23 at Bronte May 25 (MJ,MM). 

Prothonotarv Warbler: One terr. m. at Dundas Marsh May 19*-on (MM). 

Ovenbird: One at Burloak Woods May 1 F (MJ); 33 at Bronte May 19 (MJ). 

Northern Waterthrush: One at Shell Park May 1 * and one there May 30 L (MJ). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: One at Red Hill Creek Gorge [ HW] May 6 * (BD). 

Mourning Warbler: One m. at Shell Park May 15 * (MJ); one at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 24 (RC et 
al.)-, one m. at Shoreacres May 24 (RD et al.)\ two at Bronte May 25 (MM,MJ). 

Common Yellowthroat: One m. at Burloak Woods May 11 * (MJ). 

Hooded Warbler: One m. at Bronte Woods May 23 * (GE). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One m. at Shell Park (MJ) and two at Dundas Marsh (MM) May 19 *; eight at Bronte 
May 25 (MJ,MM). 

Canada Warbler: One m. at Burloak Woods May 19 * (MJ), and seven there May 25 (MM,MJ). 
Yellow-breasted Chat: One m. at Fifty Point C.A. May 17*-25 (MM,SM). 

Scarlet Tanager: One m. at Burloak Woods May 23 * (MJ). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One m. at Middletown Marsh May 9 * (RD). 

Indigo Bunting: Two m. at Bronte May 19 * (MJ). 

Eastern Yowhee: One at Van Wagners Ponds May 3 L (KM). 

Savannah Sparrow: One at Burlington Beach Canal May 9 L (RD). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Burloak Woods May 4 * (MJ,AA); 20 at Bronte May 19 (MJ). 

Swamp Sparrow: One at Shoreacres May 22 L (RD). 

White-throated Sparrow: 250 at Burloak Woods May 2 (RD); 50 at Bronte May 19 (RD et al.). 
White-crowned Sparrow: 26 at Bronte May 17 and 18 there May 19 L (MJ). 

Dark-eyed Junco: One at Fifty Point C.A. May 31 L (BCu). 

Bobolink: One at Middletown Marsh May 6 * (RD). 

Western Meadowlark: One at Ruthven, Cayuga May 10*—11 (RL). 

Rusty Blackbird: 30 at Middletown Marsh May 1 (RD); one at Shell Park May 19 L (RD et al.). 

Orchard Oriole: One terr. pair at Fifty Point C.A. May 18 * (SM); one terr. pair at N Shore Cootes 
Paradise May 18 * and three m. there May 23 (MM); one 1st sum. m. at Shell Park May 23 (MJ); one terr. 
pair at Bronte Creek Prov. Park May 24 (RC et al.)- one 1st sum. m. at Hostein Dr, Ancaster [HW] May 24 
(RC); one at Brock Rd, Greensville [HW] May 24 (MM). 

Purple Finch: One at LaSalle Park May 1 (RC); one f. at Burloak Woods May 10 L (MJ). 

Evening Grosbeak: Three over Fifty Point C.A. May 17 * (MM,SM). 

Please send your bird records for June and July 1997 before October 10 to: Rob Dobos, 1156 5th. Cone. 
Rd. W., R.RJ2, Waterdown, Ontario, LOR 2H2; phone: (905) 659-7732; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca 
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Pilgrimage 
to Point Pelee 

by Pam Watts 

As spring makes its way 
toward the middle of May, birders’ 
feet become itchy anticipating the 
annual trek to Point Pelee National 
Park to experience the spring bird 
migration. Sixteen dedicated 
birders converged on the Little 
Racoon campsite for a weekend of 
marathon birding. 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
brought continuing cool weather 
and unfavourable winds, but we 
walked, searched, chatted and 
compared check lists. Some of our 
naturalists occasionally were found 
down on their knees, not praying 
for birds, but looking at the 
diverse and interesting Pelee 
plants. Groups came and went at 
their leisure, eventually meeting to 
eat whatever makeshift meal time, 
or resources, allowed and to roost 
in our tent colony. Frank became 
proficient at providing a great fire, 
which was housed in a huge cast 
iron stove inside the pavilion 
where bodies and laundry were 
heated and dried. He stoked it 
diligently and one night he created 
such intense heat that raincoats 
were melting and I’m sure he 
could have cooked a side of beef 
on it. 

As a self-confessed snorer, and 
taking his Social Director 
responsibility very seriously, Frank 
generously handed out ear plugs to 


unsuspecting tenters in close 
proximity to his tent. The ear 
plugs also helped out against noisy 
campers, crashing waves, 
thunderstorms and marauding 
raccoons. 

Our other co-ordinator, Pierre, 
was camped out of the park at 
Sturgeon Woods Trailer Park. He 
became scarcer and scarcer in the 
evenings and eventually we found 
out it was because he was being 
plied with gourmet Italian cooking 
and homemade wine supplied by 
his travelling companion, Tony. 

Monday, as fate would have it, 
brought the first real wave of 
migrating birds, leaving members 
reluctant to leave the park when 
the deadline for their departure 
arrived. Our group was the last to 
leave because of the constant 
diversions we encountered, leading 
to the fortunate and exciting 
exchange of information from a 
couple of expert British birders. A 
rare Western Tanager had just 
been seen at the Visitors Centre. 
Off we went in pursuit, and with 
some patience and a lot of luck, 
we were able to add this 
wonderful bird to our life list. 
Bariy C. was able to get 
photographs of it for his collection 
and I’m sure also, for our viewing 
pleasure. Sometimes tardiness has 
its rewards! 

Birding highlights of the 
weekend included a Black and 
Gray Warbler valiantly defended 
against challenges by Walter M. 


Brian W. nonchalantly admitted to 
getting five Northern Parula 
Warblers in one morning. A 
Glossy Ibis had taken up residence 
at a nearby golf course. The 
outstanding Red Headed 
Woodpeckers were abundant, as 
were Orioles, Indigo Buntings and 
Scarlet Tanagers. Some birders 
were able to see the whole of the 
elusive Grasshopper Sparrow, 
while others had to be content 
with a piece of the head or a foot. 
Other warblers included: Blue 
Winged, Golden Winged, Orange 
Crowned, Nashville, Yellow, 
Chestnut-sided, Mourning, 
Magnolia, Cape May, Yellow 
Rumped, Black Throated Blue, 
Black Throated Green, Blackpoll, 
Cerulean, Black and White, 
American Redstart, Kentucky, 
Hooded, Wilsons, Canada, Yellow 
Breasted Chat, and Common 
Yellowthroat. 

So, once again Point Pelee 
didn’t disappoint the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club and others whose 
May wouldn't be complete without 
a trip to experience the wonders of 
the migration. Come out next year 
to enjoy the Pelee Adventure. 
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Binbrook Conservation 
Area 

by Andy Fevez 

The Binbrook Conservation 
Area is a 396 ha (978 acre) tract 
of land that is owned and operated 
by the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority (NPCA) 
situated southwest of the 
community of Binbrook. Of this 
area, 174 ha (430 acres) are 
covered by picturesque Lake 
Niapenco. 

Lake Niapenco is a man-made 
lake created in 1972 by the 
construction of a dam across the 
Welland River. The lake is 
approximately 5.6 km (3.5 miles) 
in length. The dam and reservoir 
were constructed to eliminate 
periods of zero flow in the river 
downstream of the reservoir. When 
this waterbody was established, 
habitat suitable for many resident 
and migratory wildlife was also 
created. 

In 1983, high bacteria levels 
resulted in the closure of the 
swimming beach. The water 
appeared unattractive due to very 
turbid conditions and the 
abundance of algal growth. 
Blue-green algae blooms had 
become an annual occurrence at 
the Binbrook Reservoir. 

In 1992, the provincial Clean 
Up Rural Beaches (CURB) 
Program was implemented to 
address these problems. More than 
500 private septic systems in the 


watershed were inspected and 
necessary problems corrected. 
Cattle access, milk wash-water, 
and manure storage defects were 
addressed. The results of this 
program were seen almost 
immediately. The swimming beach 
has not been closed due to poor 
water quality since 1993; A 
secondary goal was to reduce 
phosphorus and turbidity levels 
which the CURB Program did not 
address. Soil erosion is the main 
source of phosphorus and turbidity 
in Lake Niapenco. 



In 1994, the Glanbrook 
Conservation Committee (GCC) (a 
group of local volunteers) decided 
to address this problem. With a 
grant from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, an aquatic nursery was 
started to grow native water plants 
from seed collected locally. To 
date, the Committee volunteers 
have been responsible for planting 
over 13,000 aquatic plants along 
the shoreline of Lake Niapenco to 
control soil erosion. In addition, 
over 15,000 trees and shrubs have 
been planted along the shoreline 
and adjacent areas. The GCC has 
also been active in conducting fish 
surveys, installing over 100 
waterfowl and bluebird nesting 
structures, and in 1996 creating a 
pickerel spawning bed (at a cost of 


$17,000 raised from fund raising 
events in partnership with the 
Ontario Federation of Anglers and 
Hunters). 

In 1997, the GCC could see a 
need for a nature trail in the 
western end of the Conservation 
Area. The past several years, the 
reservoir water level has been 
drawn down during mid-summer, 
creating large areas of mudflats. 
Along with the vast area of 
wetlands here, this was a natural 
area to see numerous shorebirds 
and other species. Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club member Wilf 
Yusek has observed 121 species to 
date in this area. As a result, the 
GCC has constructed a trail called 
"The Tynside Trail”. The first 
phase of 1.25 km is now complete. 
In 1998, another 1.5 km will be 
constructed to allow access to the 
Ducks Unlimited Weir previously 
built. Plans are also underway to 
construct a viewing platform in 
this area. The trail is located off a 
parking area on Tyneside Rd., 
which borders the western end of 
the reservoir. The trail has a 
number of short offshoots leading 
to the edge of the reservoir from 
which shorebird viewing is easily 
facilitated. 

We hope that HNC members 
will come and visit this passive 
use natural area. Comments and 
suggestions are always welcome. 

(Ed. note: To reach the trail 
entrance, take Binbrook Rd. west 
from Binbrook about 6 lan to 
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Tyneside Rd., turn left and go 
south about 2.5 km to the parking 
lot at the top of the hill on the east 
side of the road. Or, from Mount 
Hope, go south on Hwy. 6 to 
White Church Rd., turn east and 
go about 4 bn to Tyneside Rd, 
turn right and continue to the 
parking lot as described above. 
The Glanbrook Conservation 
Committee can be contacted for 
more information about this area 
at: Andy Fevez (905) 679-6668, or 
Tom Kott (905) 957-3208.) 


Free Gardens 
for AH 

by Jason Thome 
and 

Christine Saraceno 
For many of us, summer is a 
time to get outside, get our hands 
dirty, and plant a vegetable garden. 
However, there are a number of 
people who can not have their own 
gardens and enjoy this satisfying 
hobby. Their backyards may be 
too shady, too damp, or too dry or 
they may live in an apartment or 
townhouse and not have a 
backyard at all. Community 
gardens allow these people to take 
advantage of surplus or unused 
land to establish their own 
vegetable gardens and grow their 
own food. 

The Hamilton Organic 
Mentorship Experience (HOME) 


project is a not-for-profit 
organization funded by Youth 
Service Canada and sponsored 
locally by the Greater Hamilton 
Food Share which is in its second 
year of operating community 
gardens in the greater Hamilton 
area. HOME has gardens on parks. 
Conservation Authority property, 
and vacant lots across the city. 
They can be found on the west and 
central mountain, in the downtown 
core, and in Dundas and Westdale. 
Individuals and organizations can 
obtain plots in any of these 
gardens for a nominal fee based on 
their ability to pay and HOME 
will provide tools, seeds, water, 
advice, and other gardening 
essentials. 

Community gardens do more 
than just offer individuals who do 
not have access to suitable land an 
opportunity to create their own 
vegetable gardens. They contribute 
to increased biodiversity and 
greenspace by converting sections 
of single-use municipal parks and 
vacant lots into diverse, productive 
food systems. 

Community gardens also help 
to alleviate the growing problem 
of hunger in our city. HOME 
works in association with local 
food banks to provide their 
clientele with free plots to grow 
their own vegetables and some of 
the excess produce from HOME’S 
staff plots is donated to the 
Greater Hamilton Food Share. 

Planting a garden and 


producing vegetables is also an 
excellent way for people to 
reconnect with nature, especially in 
urban areas where people are often 
removed from the food production 
process. Toward this end, HOME 
will be organizing school trips and 
day camp outings to community 
gardens in the area as well as 
conducting educational workshops 
for gardeners of all ages. 

Community gardens such as 
those established by the HOME 
project, provide those in need as 
well as the community at large 
with a safe, reliable source of fresh 
organic produce while at the same 
time encouraging local and 
individual self-sufficiency. 
Through community gardens, we 
can promote a vision of a 
sustainable city and encourage a 
stronger sense of community in the 
greater Hamilton area while at the 
same time increasing urban 
greenspace and biodiversity. If you 
would like more information about 
community gardening in the 
greater Hamilton area or if you are 
interested in reserving a plot, 
going on a garden tour, attending 
workshops, donating time or 
materials, or getting involved in 
any way, please contact the 
HOME project at (905) 777-8076. 
You can also write to HOME at 
255 West Avenue, Hamilton, ON, 
L8L 5C8. 



page 36 


The Wood Duck 


October 1997 



Since out-of-print books will 
sometimes be featured in 
upcoming columns, attention is 
given this month to where "oldie 
goldies” of particular interest to 
naturalists may be found. 

For those with much time and 
patience, neighbourhood garage 
sales, church bazaars and flea 
markets can be a potential source. 
However, such events are usually 
held on weekends when those with 
naturalist leanings would more 
likely prefer to be afield. 

Over the past several decades. 
Queen Street West in Toronto has 
been the place to search out old 
books. Of the several shops 
located there, the Village Book 
Store at 239 Queen Street West 
has yielded several titles of special 
interest to me. 

A trip to or from Hawk Cliff 
or Point Pelee provides an excuse 
to detour via Delhi for a stop at 
Fernlea IVIX Books on Highway 3 
west of the town. A visit to 
William Matthews, Bookseller, 16 
Jarvis Street, Fort Erie provides a 


pleasant interlude while winter 
birding along the Niagara River 
(as well as an opportunity to get 
the blood circulating again through 
one’s fingers and toes). 

Closer to home, the Lion’s 
Book Den at 330 Ottawa Street 
North usually has several titles 
enticing to any naturalist. A recent 
purchase was the autobiography of 
Thorton Burgess which will 
provide background for a future 
column. Other nearby shops which 
have been recommended but which 
I have not yet visited personally 
include The Watermark (Guelph 
Line at New Street, Burlington) 
and Capricorn Books and 
Ephemera (Campbellville). 

For the serious nature 
bibliophile, the biggest event of its 
kind is undoubtedly the book sale 
held in conjunction with the 
annual meeting of the Ontario 
Field Ornithologists (Saturday, 
October 18, 1997 at the Canadian 
Centre for Inland Waters). 
Organized by Ron Scovell, this 
sale has grown to include many 
tables piled with nature classics, 
hard-to-locate field guides and site 
guides, books of wildlife art and 
photography, etc. etc. Eager buyers 
who are members of that 
organization are usually lined up 
waiting for the doors to open at 
8:00 a.m. 

Next month: Michael Runtz’ latest 
book. 


Out of the Past 
27 Years Ago 
in the 

Wood Duck 

October 1970 

Twenty-seven years ago Dr. 
Dinniwell was President, Dr C. 
Wood combined being 1st Vice 
President with Conservation, Mr. 
J. Carey was 2nd Vice-President, 
and Mr. W.A.T. Gilmour was 
Secretary-Treasurer. Miss E. 
Morris headed the Membership 
Committee, Mr. E. Hutt took care 
of Publicity, Marion Shivas headed 
the Sanctuary Committee, Bob 
Bateman took care of Programme, 
Mr. Ed. Bums arranged the 
Audubon Screen Tours, Hazel 
Broker led the Field Events 
Committee, while Miss Lydia 
Hamilton led the Publications 
Committee and Mr. R. McAndrew 
took care of the Social Committee. 
The Monthly Meeting took place 
Wednesday evening at the RBG 
Headquarters. The speaker was 
from Pollution Probe. In the week 
preceding the publication of the 
Wood Duck, Hamilton's pollution 
index rose above the 50 level, 
causing great concern to all. 

The October 1970 issue 
contained an urgent call for 
volunteers to help with the Wood 
Duck. Someone was needed to type 
it and writers were urged to 
contribute articles as the supply 
was at an all time low. Indeed, 
there were only two articles in this 
issue, both re-prints. The first was 
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on conservation, re-printed from 
the New York Times and the 
second, (tongue-in-cheek advice 
on leading a birding outing), 
which follows, was taken from The 
New Hampshire Audubon 
Quarterly. 

Take Me to Your Leader 

by Robert R. Rathbone 

The Society’s programme of 
field trips has been expanded so 
much in recent years that it is 
often difficult for the chairman to 
find enough qualified leaders to go 
around. He strongly believes, 
however, that there are many 

potential leaders within the 
membership, and further, that they 
would join the effort if they were 
enlightened in the fine art of 

birdmanship. Since I am convinced 
that he is right and know a little of 
the art myself, I have prepared this 
article for the purpose of providing 
that enlightenment. 

Someone once said "To 
become a competent file expert, 
the newcomer must concentrate on 
developing his ability at speed 

identification.” Whoever said this 
put first things first: As a 
would-be leader you must impress 
your charges with your alacrity at 
identifying any and all birds on the 
wing or in the bush. Practice 
announcing the names of birds 

aloud in a crisp, stentorian voice 
(in the privacy of a closet, 
preferably). Then pick your debut 
wisely. One such opportunity 


usually arises on the boat ride to 
the Isle of Shoals. If the sea is 
rough and the weather biting (and 
thus the boat rocking), pick out a 
bird on the horizon, making sure 
that he is flying away from the 
boat , and boldly announce. 

Greater Shearwater”. By the time 
everyone has focussed in the 
general direction you indicate, the 
bird will have gone out of sight 
and you have won an easy victory. 

An embarrassing, yet common, 
occurrence in the life of a leader is 
to have everyone in his party spot 
a rare bird but not be able to find 
the bird himself. Here is a case in 
point. Suppose you have led your 
party to a fresh water marsh and 
happen to be looking south when 
someone yells that a Least Bittern 
just flew up in the north end of the 
marsh. All eyes go in that 
direction including yours. But you 
draw a blank. Then a little old 
lady next to you, opera glasses to 
eye, exclaims, "Isn’t that 
wonderful.” someone else says, 
"That’s a life bird for me.” 
Everyone becomes so excited that 
applause breaks out spontaneously 
(whereupon the bird flies up again 
just as you turn your back to get 
your scope). You focus and 
re-focus on a blurred object in the 
cattails; it finally comes clear - a 
red-wing. At the height of your 
dismay, a veteran birder comes 
over, pumps both your hands and 
says, "This is great. Thanks so 
much for finding it for us.” 


Naturally you have only one 
course of action to follow, accept 
the accolade graciously. Tell your 
friend, "I thought the little fellow 
would still be around.” 

Every so often you may find 
yourself puzzled over the identity 
of what appears to be a common 
species. If you are the only one to 
spot the bird, you can forget the 
whole thing. If, however, you 
notice that others too are looking 
at it, you must act quickly. For 
instance, you could (1) find 
another bird — such as a 
chickadee — and draw everyone’s 
attention to it, (2) mutter 
something like. That’s funny” 
and begin to disassemble your 
binoculars, or (3) query in a loud 
voice, "isn’t it time for lunch?” 

A worse predicament can arise 
when two or three members of the 
party spot a bird in, say, a thicket 
and call you over to identify it. 
You can not now rely on retreat, 
nor can you change the subject. 
But you can manoeuvre for time. 
First ask the trio, "What have you 
got there?” Play one against the 
other. Whilst they are arguing the 
point, take a good look at the bird 
but pretend you don't see it. You 
can then ask. Where is this 
fellow anyway?” This will allow 
you more time to examine it whilst 
they are giving you conflicting 
directions. If you now feel you 
know the bird, identify it 
immediately with a casual Why, 
that’s a_,” if you still haven’t 
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the foggiest, take out your 
handkerchief and either (a) blow 
your nose, (b) mop your brow or 
(c) flip it vigorously to drive away 
the black flies — real or 
imaginary. The chances are good 
that the bird will disappear through 
the back of the thicket, much to 
your disgust. 

Identifying bird calls and songs 
always presents a thorny problem. 
The wood warblers are the 
toughest to tell apart, but then they 
have the faintest voices and you 
can always confess to not hearing 
them. A tried and true method for 
coping with the situation is to 
announce that you have been asked 
to conduct a class in bird-song 
identification and that each 
member of the party will be asked 
to participate. You then proceed to 
explain that you will be the last to 
identify the song so that everyone 
will have a chance to say what 
first comes to mind. The rest is 
easy. If there is a majority opinion, 
stick with it; if there is no 
majority, agree with the most 
likely authorities; if there is no 
agreement, say, "I guess you had 
better all study up on that one.” 

Finally, there is the co-leader 
gambit. No accredited field man 
today would think of organizing a 
trip without calling on this handy 
fellow. All would-be leaders 
therefore are advised to give the 
matter their full attention. 
Concentrate first on selecting the 
proper partner. If you can find 


someone who knows more about 
birds than you do — but thinks 
you know more — sign him up 
immediately. You can refer all the 
tough questions to him with the 
assurance that he will be grateful 
to you for giving him a piece of 
the action. If you cannot find this 
superior candidate, do not despair. 
Go to the other end of the 
spectrum; pick someone who 
knows practically nothing about 
birds. Then follow the same 
procedure — refer all the tough 
ones to him. ("You want to look 
at this one through the scope for 
me, Charlie? Got a cinder in my 
eye.”) Who knows, he may come 
up with a lucky guess — it has 
been known to happen — and you 
will receive all the credit. 



HNC Board Meeting 

September 4, 1997 

Conservation 

The HNC needs a representative 
on the Bay Area Restoration 
Committee to take the place of the 
late Bill Luton. Nature in the City 
is starting up again this fall. Sean 
is meeting with the Hamilton 
Public Library to co-ordinate talks 
at the library for fall and winter. 


Publicity 

The HNC display will be on show 
at the Dundas Trail Centre during 
their next event. 

Field Events 

Terry Stortz reported that the 
Wednesday night events were well 
attended. Terry’s phone number 
which figures prominently in the 
Dates to Remember will be 
changing in October to 777-8151. 


HNC Monthly 
General Meeting 
September 8, 1997 

by Jean Stollard 

The September meeting opened 
with some interesting nature 
sightings: Don McLean recounted 
his close encounter with a 
Peregrine Falcon and Marge 
Ralston spoke of the wonder of 
seeing massed Monarch butterflies 
on the trees outside her cottage in 
Port Franks. 

Our feature presentation was a 
talk by Dr. Jim Rising, who spoke 
on the topic: Recent and Future 
Taxonomic Changes in North 
American Birds. 

There is a need to standardize 
the names of birds in scientific 
journals and the American 
Ornithological Union is responsible 
for doing this. Over the years, as 
new information became available, 
there have been many name 
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changes. For example. Peregrine 
Falcons were once known as Duck 
Hawks. 

Naming a species is not only 
difficult but can leave the person 
doing it open to ridicule, as 
happened to the man who named 
the Bird of Paradise. The person 
naming it had never seen a Bird of 
Paradise in the wild, his only 
experience was with a stuffed bird 
on a ladies hat. Consequently, the 
Bird of Paradise (Paradisaea 
apoda ) was given its scientific 
name in the mistaken belief that it 
had no feet! 

In the recent past a large 
number of hybrids have been 
lumped together into the same 
species. Recently, new biochemical 
data, eg. sequencing mitochondrial 
DNA which is useful in looking 
for differences, has resulted in a 
trend to split these hybrids once 
again. Which is a bonanza for field 
guide publishers as the old field 
guides are now outdated. 

In the new field guides the 
Solitary Vireo is now found close 
to the crows instead of the 
warblers. The Rufous Sided 
Towhee is once more split into the 
Eastern and the Spotted; the 
Northern Oriole has gone back to 
being the Baltimore, the Bullocks 
and the Black-backed; and the 
Northern Flicker is once again the 
Yellow-shafted, the Red-shafted 
and the Gilded Flicker. 

Dr. Rising took a topic that 


had the potential to be deadly dull 
and made it into an interesting 
presentation through his thorough 
knowledge of the subject and his 
engaging sense of humour. 

Next Month: 

Has a friend ever asked you 
about the HNC, about what we do 
and what we stand for? Now is 
your chance to show them. Next 
month is the Annual General 
Meeting and Members Night. 
Once the business part of the 
meeting is over, we will be 
presenting a slide show detailing 
the various projects and activities 
in which our club is involved. 
The commentary will be by the 
people leading these activities. Let 
us show you what our Club is all 
about. Bring along a friend and 
perhaps one, or both, of you will 
be inspired to become involved in 
some of these activities. You are 
most welcome to participate! 

Members* Slide Night 

Do you have slides about 
a trip you have taken, or of 
some event or topic that may 
be of interest to your fellow 
members? If so, please call 
Paul Charlebois, (905) 
634—5541. Our Monday night 
evening on October 6th, 1997 
meeting is Members’ Slide 
Night and we would like you 
to show your nature slides. 
Lots of fun for everyone! 


Now Available] 

A Nature Guide to Ontario 

The Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists have recently 
published a guide to the natural 
areas of Ontario. It is a valuable 
reference for all who want to 
experience and enjoy the best of 
Ontario's natural areas and 
wildernesses. 

Cost: $20.00 (no tax) 

There are a limited number of 
copies available for sale at the 
membership table. The profit from 
the sale of these books goes 
directly to our club. Get your copy 
at the next meeting! 

Ontario Field Omithologiet'e 
Annual Meeting 

Saturday, October 16th 
9:00 - 4:00 
Canada Centre for Inland 
Waters 
Burlington 

Speaker 

D.V. Chip Weseloh 
Colonial Waterbirde of 
Georgian Day 

Tickets: $15.00 

Contact: Rob Dobos 
(905) 659-7732 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 


Monday, October 6 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Annual! General Meeting 
Members Night 

Bring a Friend' 

Bring a friend and find out about 
what your Club has to offer! 

Come early to share 
refreshments and socialize. Cider and 
donuts served from 7:30 and after the 
program. 

Next Month 

Monday, November 3 8:00 p.m. 

Eastern Spiny Soft Shells 

Michelle Fletcher 


Monday October 20 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: C. Centre for Inland Waters 
867 Lakeshore Rd. 

Burlington 

This is an informal meeting featuring a 
discussion of recent bird sightings, an 
identification session and a workshop, 
film or set of slides about some aspect of 
birding. If you are a beginning birder, 
come out to learn more about birds. If 
you are an experienced birder, come out 
to share your knowledge and enthusiasm, 

This month: a presentation by local 
birder, Wilf Yusek, on his birding 
experiences in the southern states 

Organizer: Lois Evans 545-8171 


Saturday Oct 25 9:30-noon 

LaSalle Park Trip 

Meet at the Marina entrance at the bottom 
of LaSalle Park Road (Waterdown Road 
and Northshore Road, Burlington). 

Wear rubber boots, and bring binoculars 
and work gloves. We’re going to watch 
for all the ducks that migrate through the 
harbour at this time of year, find out 
about how people have made new fish 
and wildlife habitat along the shoreline of 
LaSalle Park, and then help put a recently 
built marsh to bed for the winter. 


Contact: Barb McKean 527-1158x247 



Need a Ride? 


If you need a ride to the Club's General 
Meetings, call any member of the Board 
who will arrange a ride for you! 


Saturday September 27 9:30 a.m. 

A Visit to Short Hills 
Come to Short Hills to view the ferns, 
golden rod and aster’s with Hazel Broker. 
Meet at the Battlefield Square Mall, 
Queenston Rd, east of Hwy 20. 

Leader: Hazel Broker 527-0333 

Sunday October 12 10 - noon 

Monthly Red Hill Valley Cleanup 
Come out for an enjoyable two hours of 
picking up garbage and watching birds. 
Don't forget your gloves and binoculars. 
Garbage bags will be provided. Meet at 
the Rosedale Arena. 

Leader: Sean Morley 575-0668 

Monday October 13 10:00 a.m. 

Thanksgiving Day Fall Colour Walk 
Enjoy a fall walk with the Friends of the 
Valley. Meet at the parking lot at the 
head of the trail at Mud St. and Mount 
Albion Rd. 

Contact: Don McLean 664-8796 

Sunday October 19 9:00 a.m. 

Trail Maintenance at Spooky Hollow 
Your help is needed to maintain the trails 
at our Spooky Hollow Sanctuary. Bring a 
lunch. Meet at South Hamilton Mall, 
comer of Upper James and Rymal, near 
Kelsey’s. 

Contact: John Fischer 945-6398 

Sunday October 19 8:00 a.m. 

Birding with the OFO 
The Ont. Field Ornithologists are in the 
area and HNC members are welcome to 
join Rob Dobos as he leads an outing for 
OFO members from Hutch’s at Van 
Wagner's Beach. 

Contact: Rob Dobos 659-7732 

Saturday October 25 
Fall Wildflower Walk 
Less noticed than their spring cousins, fall 
wildflowers are a treat as we prepare for 
winter. Meet at old rifle range parking lot 
on Paddy Green Road in Ancaster. Call 
Dean for the time to meet. 

Leader: Dean Gugler 627-9779 



HNC Board of Directors 
1996-97 


Executive 

President: 

Betty Blashill 
Vice-President: 

Pierre Arnold 
Secretary: 

Gillian Quick 
Treasurer: 

Walter Muma (519) 


664-8796 


648-2519 


627-4714 


ina (519) 622-6954 

Directors 


Past President: 

Margaret Walton 627-7361 

Membership: 

Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

Conservation: 

Sean Morley 575-0668 

Education: 

John Hannah 524-1872 

Program: 

Paul Charlebois 634-5541 

Field Events: 

Terry Stortz 777-8151 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Publicity: 

Christine Bishop 648-8665 

Social: 

Frank Morley 575-0668 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer Days 336-4961 
Evenings 945-6398 

Co-ordinators 
and Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

Roslynne Price 681-2276 

Volunteer Co-ordinator: 

Bill Randall 388-2494 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

FON Representative: 

Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

Birding Hotline: 648-9537 


681-2276 


575-0668 


524-1872 


634-5541 


777-8151 


634-3538 


648-8665 


575-0668 
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6 'Musts' ° 


Membership Fees 1997-98 

Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Nats - first child 

40.00 

Junior Nats - additional children 

25.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 


HNC Publications 

Natural Areas Inventory Vols I & II $60.00 

Herpetofaunal Allas 20.00 

Checklist of Birds of H-W 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of H-W 1.00 

Citizens Guide to Action Free 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to 
Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 


Volume 51 Number 2 
CN ISSN 0049-7886 


The Wood Duck 

October 1997 
Publications Mail Contract No. 191140 


THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times a year September to May. inclusive, by: 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
Westdale P.O. Box 89052 
Hamilton, ON 
L8S 4R5 

Editor: Jean Stollard Artist: Keith Dieroff 

457-7 Woodview Rd Editorial Committee: Clive Baugh 

Burlington, ON Keith Dieroff, Rob Dobos 

L7N 2Z9 Lois Evans 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the HNC and is produced by 
volunteer members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is produced on Word Perfect 
6.0b in IBM format. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month 
preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit 
lines must be included, Opinions expressed in THE WOOD DUCK are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the FTNC. 

The HNC promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our 
natural heritage. Meetings are held monthly Sept-May inclusive and field events are 
scheduled throughout the year. The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charity 
and all donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 

S end noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 1156 5>tli Cone. Rd. W„ R.K. 8 2 Waterdcwn, ON 
LOR 2H2 HNC Home Page: http7/ivww.freenet.hamilton.on.cn/Iink/hamn«ture/iH4ox.lTtrril 

THE WOOD DUCK is printed on 100% re-cycled paper. 













